(1) The most recent comprehensive studies on the interpretations of the Akedah include: I. Kalimi, "Go, I Beg you, Take your Beloved Son and Slay Him!" The Binding of Isaac in Rabbinic Literature and Thought, Review of Rabbinic Judaism 13:1 (2010) 
God
The tradition deals with the unreasonable and troubling aspects of the command in various ways. One method emphasizes that, all along, Abraham hoped that God would save Isaac; a second, that the results of Abraham's obedience were transformative, mitigating the irrationality by turning to the fruits of the results. A third protects the capriciousness of the command by defl ection -the test was prompted by Satan; a fourth dares to allow the awful command to stand in its bleak severity.
Hope that God would save
One trajectory underscores that Abraham's faith was unshakeable, not only because he obeyed God's command, but because he believed that God would ultimately fi nd another path that would redeem his son. This point stresses that behind the unfathomable, seemingly cruel demands of God lies a higher purpose that will become known in the future. Thus, in a discussion of God's test of Abraham, we fi nd a reference to the divine loyalty to Israel -the Almighty will come through in the end, saving them as He did in the ba le of Midian (Gen. Rab. 55:3).
2 According to the sages, Abraham expresses this faith to Isaac, for, in commenting on the biblical verse, "we will worship and we will return to (2) Quotations from Midrash Rabbah are taken from Midrash Rabbah, trans. H. Freedman, 10 vols. (London: Soncino, 1983 ).
